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Summer GRAC Board Pre3|dentos

I i | write thls message at the tail end of awweek vacation
Meetin g Notice through the Upper Peninsula. What a huge state we live in!
The next GRAC Board meeting will be hétbnday, Au- One location we enjoyed is 566 miles from Grand Rapids.

gust 30, 2010 at 6:30 PNt the Land Conservancy of West And what a beautiful state! Is it possible to take too many

Michigan office, located in the Coopers Landing Building, [photos of wild plants, bizarre fungi, rocks, water, loons, ea-
1345 Monroe Ave. NW, Suite 324. Please park in the lot ag&es and ospreys?

the rear of the building. See the accompanying map for dir
tions, All executive BoArd members, co‘r)nmyllttege thairsand As the new president of GRA
interested members are urged to attend this meeting. Youy ou6 for putting your trust
input is welcome and valued. Goals for the upcoming seasoffice, | pledge performance somewhere between Jerry Ford
will be discussed. and Moses. | will be concentrating in August (and beyond) on
T v 2 becoming weHacquainted with the many facets of the Club,
jE ; “| striving to guide us to build on our strengths and to finding
l : < ™ ways to nurture areas in need of more help. As a former boy
4 T e # 2% scout, | would like the Club to leave our good campsite in
J Parking l o even better shape than we found it.
' N 9 el 7 /T We are in a time of transition, and will miss the joy, energy
_| and enthusiasm of our former president, Melanie (Good)

g SR G Manion. We are deeply grateful to Carol and Fred VanO-
everen for their decades of service and attention to detail in
the monthly publication of th€a/ler and for their invalu-
able institutional memory. Please thank and support Linda
Damstra as the new editor of tBa/ler . Your input is
sought throughout the year to line up speakers that are both
3 W | informative and entertaining. Do share your ideas with our
o W ) & wwk < | new VP Lucile Radick. There are other hard and faithful

workers deserving of your encouragement, which space does
Located on Monroe 0.2 miles north of Leonard St. not allow listing here.
Let us all pledge for the coming year to be a little more ap-

Se ptember Progl’am Preview preciative of our natural environment, to encourage others in
Monday, September 27, 2010 the Club in their activities, and, oh yet® learn more about

by Ed Bolt
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Fred Ignatoski is a wildlife biologist and a native of Grang'rdS!
Rapi ds. Hi s topic wild@ be AMammal s of Michigand and he
plans to bring specimens of the same for viewing. Now, will
they be live mammals or mammal pelts? You will just have
to join us this evening to find out!

An informational flyer is available on the GRAC website.
Please make copies to pass along to your friends or anyone
who may be interested In this program.

Deadlinefor SeptembeCaller articles: September 2nd. For membershipnformationcontactassistantreasurer
Mary Austin atthe addressphonenumberor E-mail onthe
(sendto Linda Damstra backof the Caller or see websiteww.glsga.org/grac.




% "Ccaller August 2010
Bird Reports Membership Message

from Mary

Since there were so few birds reported over the summer
months, Tom is going to combine June, July and August by Mary Austin
bird sightings in the September newsletter. So please keep_l_
sending your information to him at the email noted on the hanks to So Many People

back page of thi€aller. Sure as the fall migration, the new GRAC 21011 year
has begun. Thanks to all who have already renewed their

Wmﬂ% membership for this GRAC year.

For those who will be renewing, a remindeyour early
renewal is appreciated. Your early renewal assures you that
Thank yOU and a requeSt you will receive theCaller without interruption. It also pro-
by Linda Damstra vides the Club readily available funds for activities such as
our monthly programs and Audubon Adventures.
We have expressed as a body our deep gratitude to Fred anthere is someone else | would like to tharfRat Power.
Carol VanOeveren for their service &a/ler editors for Pat was instrumental in providing the Board with information
many years. | want to thank them personally for the work the§ obtaining lowcost computer programs available to fion
did in preparation for #pa $fitaiggnizatians. Shehas alsp greatlyoassistademe i gpdat
worked with the publication software before in my years  ing the computer program for controlling our membership
working in school, but it was with some trepidation that | dedatabase.
cided to try my hand at the Grand Rapids Audubon Club More thanks are in ordérto those who have made special
newsl etter. Not because | danafignsto GRAR.JThe follpyingpgople have gnade donar e
nology a little. | am comfortable with cutting and pasting, ~ tions to:
clicking buttons until something comes out the way | wantit General Fund- Anne Copps, Garry Deckert, Beverly
to appear, and asking for Pewile, FlagcesKanemaatyBeeky kit Jackand kaye N
because of the very high standard Fred and Carol have for tfier, Donna Platte, Henry and Ruth Raad, Paula Sullivan,

publication. It is a thing of beauty! Dorothy Watt, David and Amanda Whitehouse, George
My hesitation was put to rest when | received the typed I¥fickstrom, Nancy Wierenga _
of things to do in preparation of ti@a/ler . No detail was Audubon Adventuresi Lucile Radick

overlooked. They took the time to answer my questions in  Junior Audubon 7 Eleanor Brant, Marlene Cook, Linda
person and on the phone. | am indebted to them for their sugamstra, Cande Elchroth, Penny Folsom, Sue Pocklington
port in those ways and | am actually feeling a little bit excited Maher Sanctuary i Molly Bradshaw, Ruth Cannon,
about this first issue. Th 8eckyiyhe dagkepd Faye Miller, Wiliamjard Reberia f e ¢
does mean that with your support and feedback when soméd2arker, Nancy Wierenga
thing is not right, as well as your input, we can maintaina ~ Patron Membershipi Ed and Katie Bolt, Henry Spenski
beautiful newsletter. Sustaining Membershipi Peter Armstrong, Steve and

To that end, | would like to request submissions from youNancy Minard, Eileen Shedleski, Ray Statema, Greg and Re-
If you have a fun story about the beginnings of the club or aPekah Wilson, George Wickstrom, Nancy Wierenga

field trip with a surprising discovery, or a favorite birdingtrip And final ly, |l et 6s welicome
or birding spot, please let me know. | know there are writers<cande Elchroth of Belmont
in our c¢club and it would be wonderful to fAhearo your v

also know that there are voracious nature readers in the clug- :
If you read something that you think others would like to th Memoriam

knowaboAut,sendmeashortbookreview. Even if it is a chil- Wendy Tatar informed GRAC o
drenbés book. Many of us hawasyaurgoelivl viem ameé greandc
dren or work in schools or with Jr. Audubon. What better waly 9 , 2010. She dgscri bed him
to get them hooked on loving birds and nature and maybetb wWh o] promoted 61 ife members
inspire that future Auduboner! you knew Mr. Whiting as he visited and presented at all of
Mi chiganés 40 Audubon cl ubs.
scribed him as inspirational
di fference, 0 Avisionaryodo and
If you would like to offer condolences and/or read a full
account of Mr. Whitingbds | if

Jackson Citizen Patrioat the link below for information.
http://obits.mlive.com/obituaries/jackson/obituary.aspx?

n=robert-a-whiting&pid=144215180
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Summer Field Trips 2010 - 2011 GRAC
Summer 2010 Executive Board

The following are the members of the GRAC Executive

August 14, 2010, Saturday, 8:00 AM Board for the upcoming year. The terms began July 1, 2010.
Leaders: Becky Kuhn and Jim Fyfe Ed BoltééééééPresident
Fall Shorebirds o Lucile Radickeéeéé..Vice Pres
Join Becky and Jim for an August shorebird trip. Shore- Madel i ne Hei bel éé. . Secretar
bird migration should be at or near its peak. Shorebirdssuch i | | Goodel | éééé. . Treasurer
as Semipalmated Plover, Sanderling, Least Sandpiper, Mary Austinéééé. Assistant T
Semipalmated Sandpiper and Lesser Yellowlegs are likely. Madel i ne Hei bel éé. . . Board N
Black-bellied Plover, American GoldeRlover, Ruddy Wendy Tataréééé. Board Membe
Turnstone, Bai r d-lireastesl Sandpiper p ephijaindwiBlufd mstei néé. . . Boar d
are all possible. Ducks and field birds are also likelytobe L ynn Wi |l sonéééé. Board Membe
seen. This year the plan is to meet at the Muskegon Waste- | f you donét know your Boar
water and go where shorebirds have been reported. In addintroduce yourselves just before the Membership meetings

tion to the Muskegon Wastewater, Ludington and Grand when we gather to socialize.
Haven are possible places to visit.

EssentialsMeet at main entrance to the Muskegon :
Wastewater on the east side of Maple Island Rd. at 8:00 Abﬁ\nd Speakmg Of
(this is where we meet for bluebird box cleaning in March). i1ali7i
Bring your binoculars. A spotting scope, a drink and snacksSOCIa“ZI ng e
will be helpful. You should have the option of morning or
all day birding.

Safety Hazard<Driving in a caravan can be hazardous.
Get directions from the trip leader for travel to the next sto
Please exercise caution on the roads at all times.

Do you remember the fantastic goodies set out for us before
each meeting for the past few years? Was there a winter occa
sion when a cup of hot tea or cocoa just hit the spot along
Rnith that cookie or cheese and crackers with fruit?

We can thank Madeline Heibel for her dedication to serving
as our People Feeder on our meeting nights. Many of us came

September 25, 2010, Saturday, 7:30 AM to the meeting without having had time for dinner and it was
Leader: Steve Minard ’ always a welcome sight to see the table set before us! Thank
Fall Migrants at Muskegon State Park you so much, Madeline!

Wedl |l plan to check Lake IVLMQQ ine gogeed tq fiy thespesition ofGRAGSecretayy  + |
beach, and hike the trails from the Snug Harbor Picnic ared/hen it became vacant. This position requires that she attend
Warblers, vireos and thrushes are some of the likely migraft§, Board meetings during the social hour. That will make it
If there is an east wind, we will head up into the dunes latedifficult to continue in the role of People Feeder.
morning to | ook for migrat,i 'ﬁyg]u %EIV%Wqﬁ@e_thomghtov\ﬁréhe Fué\“ﬂger 4‘”@@9 d
look for a place to stop for lunch. If the state park is quiet, W&IP the Club in that capacity, please let Ed Bolt or Madeline
will consider a stop at the Muskegon Lake Conservation Af€eW. She has all the supplies organized and can fill you in
or the Muskegon Wastewater. on the details of the job. Herfgail and phone number are:

EssentialsMeet at the Boy Scout Headquarters on Walkepadeline1962h@gmail.com or 3638332.

(north of F96) at 7:30 AM. You may want a drink or snack tg, AN alternative is for someone to step into the position of
keep you going until lunch. %ecretary thereby freeing Madeline to continue as People

Safety HazardDriving in a caravan can be hazardous. Gegeder. Either way, it would be best to have the position filled
directions from the trip leader for travel to the next stop.  Pefore the September meeting.
Please exercise caution on the roads at all times.

| Remember: A complete list of all scheduled field trips I % @
can be found on the GRAC websi¢eww.glsga.org/grac).
Kalamazoo River Oil Spill

Mi chi gan Audubondés website
VUUVUUUVUUUUUUUUUUUY current information on the unfortunate Enbridge Oil Spill that
§ easaote that Char Chandler will n occurred on the Kalamazoo River on July 26. You will find

onger be collecting cancelled poste listed there: . - .
sta%ps in Support%f the FIoridg l -Kalamazoo River Oil Spill Information
Audubon Raptor Rehab Program_ | -EPA Official Website for the Enbridge Sp”l on the Kala

: >
E you have an interest in doing this, please s&% mazoo River
Y

Linda Damstra for contact information. -July 28 Update from the Michigan DNRE

N O N NN N N NN W Ny -Link to the Battle Creek Enquirer
Michigan Audubon websitevyww.michiganaudubon.org
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(The following article from the June 2010 ASK NewslettJ_“Storlca| AI’ChIVGS

was submitted by Lois Waldecker and may be of interest t
many in our Club. It is r@rinted here in the original with 20 Years Ago This Summer in theCaller (September)
the permission of its author. Thank you, Tim Tesar.) by Chris Baer

L et 6 S S u p p or t St 533/ \év és\algtl hig article we start a new volume of bound

5) in our look back at what happened

Michigan Natural Areas twenty years ago. Our activities begin in September each

. year.
by Tim Tesar President Glenn DeKlein gave an overview of the coming

year s meetings held at the
Seminary Auditorium. Julie Stoneman shared her Audubon

camp experiences with us at the September meeting. Julie is
now Director of Conservancy Services for Heart of the Lakes

ter for Land Conservancy Policy. For many years Julie
State Parks and Recreation Areas currently require entr)pen
fees, either a daily pass or an annual Motor Vehicle Permit> served as director of the Land Conservancy of West Michi-

You may purchase such a permit when you visit a state paﬂ?

Ruth Lavigne was out at Por
grtglrectly from the Department of Natural Resources Weblor Auduboners looking for nesting cliff swallows. In spite of

Beginning this October, Michigan will replace the annualthe cold blustery weather and the resulting abandoned nests,

: theregyere stilLb 0 he see e dub ner
state park pass with a newg & Y 8 0;5’ Y ?J
may choose to pay a $10 fee when renewing their license | ?‘E\L §§ ‘#a?s‘i e&] Aaf% \r%r ?Q?t 5 (5 rl?l Slf
plate. This fee provides entry into state parks for one year. '
This support will be important for restoring the aging state ite'rbt\tns %ré'SLedv%'grstﬁgtgg;g%g%H;ﬁf%ggg’%g;&??ﬁg?ld
park and forest system. It will also support local parks and tip cigarette butts 102 years, plastic bags 20 years, alu-

recreation systems.
But what gbout State Game Areas? They are very |mporm'”um 80100 years, leather shoes-28 years, and plastic

foamd never! In 1990 alone, fifteen million dollars was
tant for birders since they protect vital wetlands. And most
importantly, several Stat)e %ame Areas are designated spent on picking up litter at our national parks. Just imagine

Al mportant Bird Areaso by Wh@“'S%%VéMa%h&June%drb@ gpt?lngﬂtlgrgtl%nlrjn ety

The nearby Allegan State Game Area has been deS|gnate
roved from previous years. Jim Ponshair saw 20 spp. of war-
an Important Bird Area of GLOBAL significance. It is home lers, 115 individuals on May 20; cattle egret 27 June Cas-

to a number of important species, including the highest co
ade Township, Vlrglnla ra|I 2 May Walkinshaw Wetlands, 3
centration of Cerulean Warblers in the state. et s Er e mo Nt Sewag

But State Game Areas do not require an entry fee. At th

bl |IIe
bottom of every State Game g? g‘éhgon pee %\g‘%% '@g\éﬂ
_ . I|v y 6 %Et
Area is Managed with Hunte Iea 4 ric resta Ig

an ASK meeting indicated that revenue from hunting li- %\garblers 24 June MSGA. 2 prothonotary warblers 5 June

censes is declining. So | suggest that one thing that you ¢ .
. P alamazoo River, Kentucky warbler 2 June Grand Haven,
do to support State Game Areas is to buy a hunting licens lue grosbeak 9 June Big Pr a

While there are many types of hunting licenses, perhaps alows 1721 May Ada Township.

Waterfowl license would be most appropriate. . - -
The first step in getting a Waterfowl license is to geta OFr?)?]kn?ggelrgm\e/\r/?tr??gr#ggpamgslﬁﬂ ?hgegg'%tg Allgg%nd
Federal Duck Stamp at the post office for $15 (but you al- .cast skies, the group amazingly found 75 spp. in all. Interest-

ready have one of those, right?). Then go to most any busiz
ness that sells supplies for hunters and fishermen such as "9 ?lrds '?Clléded %Northerl\rll hte;]rner shslipnnbeddhavgks a
Meijer, MC Sports, Gander Mountain, etc. TeII them what Merin, upiand sandpipers, Northern mockingbiras wain-

you want and they Wi tak%0 g)ij(’gts'avﬁli?%trﬁ’g ﬁ‘?%g%%l’%ers%

the proper terminal, and your Waterfowl Ilcense W'" be The Rare Bird Alert Network was considered a success af-

printed out |mmed|ately It could not be easier! Total cost ter a . . ; -
- : : : year in operation. Eleven captains were listed for report-
for a Waterfowl license (including Duck Stamp) is $35. ing that unusual feathéred friend.

Other options are to contribute to the Michigan Non vt : — .
Game Wildlife Fund (see the DNR website for details) or to ./, Membership application was included in this particular

As you know, the state of Michigan manages several
types of natural areas. | hope you will join me in helping
the state with these activities. Here are some of the ways
you can do that.

purchase a Wildlife Habitat License Plate. ICar;//er an dr ' J you haven @\Sll’n's@tm er¥1vi(
It is my hope that before too you ues so you ono n
to lend a hand in the clubds

long, the statement at the bottom of
State Game Area maps will change tee, a field trip, people feeders, an article for@a#ler , or

to read: AThis G i any activity that tickles your mind. Your part|C|pat|on is

ame Ar ea
Managed with Bl RDER Mon Ies_&Vgﬁ_;%é?(zﬁeghl?ré'():asuccess

Thanks for your help!
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