
January Meeting Notes 
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published monthly September - April; bi-monthly May - August 
by GRAC, 6152 Georgeann Ct., Belmont MI 49306-9783 

On the web:  www.glsga.org/grac Information:  GRAC.information@glsga.org 

For membership information contact assistant treasurer 
Mary Austin at the address, phone number or E-mail on the 
back of the Caller  or see website www.glsga.org/grac. 

Deadline for February Caller  articles: February 3. 
 

(send to Linda Damstra) 

Presidentôs Corner by Ed Bolt  

ñIn this Issue...ò - so begins the message from the 
ñpresidentò in so many newsletters and magazines. Not so 
with the Caller . This president has no crystal ball; this col-
umn is due at the editorôs desk the same time as all the other 
articles. I look forward to receiving each issue so that I, too, 
can find out what is going on! If you want a jump on things, 
the Caller  can be viewed on the GRAC website 7-10 days 
before printed copy makes its way to you through the mail. If 
you have not yet tried it, know that website access is really 
easy:  www.glsga.org/grac; then, go to the turquoise column 
on the left and click on ñNewsletter.ò Thatôs it - youôre there. 
Faster than a gull on a potato chip. 

The month of December certainly did not conform to our 
classic snow-laden image. We donôt say it but we think it: 
could this be global warming/climate change? We know that 
the context is too small for a definitive answer. However, 
thanks to data from Christmas Counts and eBird, we do know 
that in general, migratory bird ranges average 35 miles farther 
north than 30 years ago. The Cornell Lab of Ornithology re-
ports that we are on the cusp of some amazing data-based 
maps of bird distribution. The crunching sound one hears in 
Ithaca is the consumption of data by a breakthrough computer 
tool called TeraGrid. Good data ñgoing inò are due in large 
part to all who participate in eBird and in Christmas Counts.  
Thanks to all who contributed to the 2011 Count, building the 
rich bank of birding information for North America. 
ñMichigan winterò term - a misleading term? One envisions 

sub-zero winds, whiteouts, black ice, frozen toes and fingers. 
In my career in architecture, I have visited many construction 
sites in the depths of winter. Most of the time, the weather 
was well above zero and not windy - just fine for walking 
around with a clipboard and fingerless gloves. Some contrac-
tors actually prefer working outdoors in the winter because 
they do not overheat. Suitable wind-resistant and layered 
clothing, a good wool hat and a hot lunch mitigate the cold. 
The same holds true for birding in winter. If you have been 
holding back from winter birding trips due to fear of cold, do 
reconsider! Winter can be a delightful time (and you can see 
farther through the naked trees). Note the GRAC outings for 
February and March in this issue.  Make one or more winter 
outings a 2012 resolution. 

___ Restoring Wetlands ___ 
 Date:  Monday, January 30, 2012 

 Time:  7:00 PM social; 7:30 PM program 

 Location:  Orchard View Church 

  2777 Leffingwell Avenue N.E. 

  (see map on page 2) 

 Speaker:  Dr. Chuck Nelson, MSU Faculty 

 Topic:  Wetland Restoration in Michigan 
 
Chuck Nelson is a jointly appointed 

faculty member and extension specialist 
at Michigan State University in the De-
partment of Community, Agriculture, 
Recreation and Resource Studies and 
the Department of Forestry. The focus 
of his career has been on natural re-
sources. He has degrees in Forestry, Park and Recreation 
Resources and Resource Development from MSU. He 
teaches courses about natural resource recreation manage-
ment, policy and training. 

In Michigan, Nelson has completed research studies of 
non-motorized trail users, snowmobilers, OHV riders and has 
assessed the recreational use of Michigan state game and 
wildlife areas. He recently completed an assessment of the 
park ranger program for the US Army Corps of Engineers 
and in his extension role was the lead author of the ñ2008-12 
Michigan Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan.ò    

In partnership with Scott Allman and with funding from 
the US Fish and Wildlife Service and Ducks Unlimited, Nel-
son produced the 2010 Michigan Environmental Emmy 
Award winning film, Restoring Wetlands. He has two more 
films that were to be shown on PBS in November 2011: 
Throwing Sand: The Silver Lake Story and Balancing Wet-
land and Environment: Wetland Mitigation and he is cur-
rently working on a video about early successional stage for-
ests. 

 Nelson enjoys the outdoors in many ways including hunt-
ing, fishing and trapping. He lives on a 74-acre farm in St. 
Johns, Michigan that produces corn, soybeans, wood, wild-
life, environmental quality and lots of outdoor recreation.    

He is married to the wonderful Susan DeRosa and they 
have two great sons, Mike and Dan. 

http://www.glsga.org/grac
http://www.glsga.org/grac
http://www.glsga.org/grac
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by Tom Holt 

Location Abbreviations 

MWS- Muskegon Wastewater System, Muskegon Co. 

NWGR- Northwest Grand Rapids, Kent Co. 

December Bird  Reports  Maryõs Membership Musings 
by Mary Austin, Assistant Treasurer/Membership Chairperson 

 Happy New Year to All! 
 With the beginning of a new year, all sorts of possibilities 

exist in the birding world. This might be the year that you will 
see an incredibly rare warbler. Possibly you will recognize an 
unusual gull mixed in with the more common Ring-billed and 
Herring Gulls. Nature is full of surprises! 

 We have recently had some new members join our Club. 
We welcome Jacqueline Bilello of Grand Rapids and Bill 
and Roberta Craig of Ada. 

 A thank you also goes to Ray VanVelsen for his sustaining 
membership. 

 As an aside, I want to let the membership know that Iôm 
almost totally recovered from a very serious left arm infec-
tion. I was involved in a car-deer accident on December 2 and 
hit my upper left arm against the steering wheel. What I 
thought was going to be a whopper of a bruise instead turned 
out to be an infection involving the arm. I was in the hospital 
for almost two weeks receiving intravenous antibiotics. Well, 
now Iôm ready to take on the full range of membership duties 
again. Life is full of surprises! 

Your GRAC friends are happy that you are on the mend, 
Mary, and we wish you and your family a healthy and safe 2012! 

Great Blue Heron 1 at Riverside Park in Grand Rapids on 
Dec 6 (EK). Cooperôs Hawk 1 through the month in NWGR 
(CV, FV). Bald Eagle 1 at Riverside Park in Grand Rapids on 
Dec 6 (EK). Snowy Owl 1 on Dec 2 at MWS (JC); 1 on Dec 
23 at Clyde Park Ave and 68th St. in Cutlerville, Kent Co. 
( JC). Red-bellied Woodpecker 1 on Dec 23 in Jenison, Ot-
tawa Co. (DV). Red-breasted Nuthatch 2-3 through the 
month in NWGR (CV, FV). Pine Siskin 1 on Dec 25 in 
NWGR (CV, FV).  

Observers 
 CV - Carol VanOeveren FV - Fred VanOeveren 
 JC  - James Cross  EK  - Elaine Kampmueller 
 DV - Dave VanAllsburg 
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Junior Audubon Schedule 

Now Complete  

by Wendy Tatar 
Back in September when we first published the 2011 ï 

2012 schedule for Junior Audubon, we did not have programs 
scheduled for the last few months of the ñyear.ò We have now 
completed that schedule. Our program for August 18 will be a 
Dragonfly Identification Walk and we will hold that at Huff 
Park. The September 15 program will be a Fall Migration 
Walk at Seidman Park in Ada. On October 20 we will meet at 
Penny Folsomôs house in Cedar Springs to make bird feeders. 

If you need to contact me, my phone numbers, both per-
sonal and work, have changed. The new number for Michigan 
Audubon is (517) 641-4277, and my personal number is now 
(517) 599-3925. My email address remains the same, 

wendy@michiganaudubon.org.  

 
Junior Audubon  

2012 Program Schedule  

All programs are scheduled for the third Saturday of 
the month at 10:00 AM, unless noted otherwise. 

 

January 21 ........ Winter Birds of the Fields @  TBD          
February ........... NO PROGRAM 
March 17 ........... Sugar Bush @ Blandford Nature Center 
April 21 .............. Waterfowl Migration @ Reeds Lake 
May 12 ............... (2nd Saturday at 8:00 AM) -        

              Migration Count Day @ TBD 
June 9 ................ (2nd Saturday) - Caring for Purple  

              Martins @ Angel Lake 
July 21 ............... A Visit to Saul Lake Bog 
August 18 .......... Dragonfly Identification Walk @   

              Huff Park 
September 15 .... Fall Migrtion Walk @ Seidman Park 
October 20 ........ Build Bird Feeders @ Penny Folsomôs 

        in Cedar Springs 

Location Map for January, 

February, March Meetings  

The Board and General Membership meetings for January, 
February and March will be held at Orchard View Church 
which is located on Leffingwell Avenue N.E. See Map Below. 

 

Orchard View Church 
2777 Leffingwell Avenue N.E. 

 

Board Meeting Notice  

The next Board meeting is scheduled for Monday, January 
30, 2012 at 6:00 PM at Orchard View Church on Leffingwell 
Avenue NE. All interested members are invited to attend. 

February Program Preview  

The February 27 meeting of the Grand Rapids Audubon 
Club will feature Ottawa County Parks Naturalist, Kristen 
Hintz. Kristen will speak on the subject of woodpeckers. 
Some of you may have heard Kristen speak at the Wood-
pecker Festival last summer. We hope you mark your calen-
dars for this evening. 
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GRAC Field Trips  

January through March 

Remember: A complete list of all scheduled field trips 
can be found on the GRAC website: (www.glsga.org/grac). 

January 28, 2012, Saturday, 7:30 AM  
Leader: Steve Minard 
Allegan State Game Area Winter Trip 

Explore the Allegan State Game Area, including the Swan 
Creek Highbanks and the Todd Farm Unit, for winter birds. 
We are going in late January again this year. Bald Eagle and 
Rough-legged Hawk are likely to be near the flocks of Can-
ada Goose at the Todd Farm Unit. Wild Turkey, Northern 
Shrike, and Rossô Goose have been found here in past win-
ters. With luck, winter finches will make an appearance. 
Bring your CB or Family Radio if you have one and weôll try 
to keep in touch between cars. Birders of all skills are welcome. 

Essentials: Meet at the McDonaldôs in Hudsonville, and car 
pool from there. A spotting scope will come in handy on this trip. 
A bit of food and a warm beverage will take care of any hunger 
pains. We plan to bird until noon, lunch afterwards is an option. 

Safety Hazards: Cold weather and slippery winter driving 
are the main hazards. As with winter trips in particular, bad 
weather may cancel the trip. Driving in a caravan can be haz-
ardous. Get directions from the trip leader for travel to the 
next stop. Please exercise caution on the roads at all times and 
watch the car ahead of you when driving in a caravan. If using 
a CB, Family Radio or cell phone to keep in touch between vehi-
cles, designate a passenger to be in charge of the device.  
 

February 18, 2012, Saturday, 8:00 AM  
Leader: Steve Minard 
Winter Field Birding 

This is planned as a winter trip to search for winter birds 
such as Snowy Owls, Northern Shrikes, and Snow Buntings. 
These can be quite nomadic and hard to find, so weôll try to 
cover lots of territory to look for them. Weôll search fields in 
northern Ottawa County and Muskegon County northwest of 
Grand Rapids. Weôll probably check some of the Crockery 
Creek bottomlands looking for Red-shouldered Hawks. If 
conditions permit, we'll try to include the Muskegon Waste-
water in our search. Expect to spend most of the time in the 
car searching the fields for anything different. Bring your CB 
or Family radio if you have one and weôll try to keep in touch 
between cars. Birders of all skills are welcome. 

Essentials: Meet at the Boy Scout Headquarters west off 
Walker Road just north of I-96 at 8:00 AM. We plan to bird 
until noon, you may want to bring a snack to hold you over 
until lunch. 

Safety Hazards: Cold weather and slippery winter driving 
are the main hazards. As with winter trips in particular, bad 
weather may cancel the trip. Driving in a caravan can be haz-
ardous. Get directions from the leader for travel to the next 
stop. Please exercise caution on the roads at all times and 
watch the car ahead of you when driving in a caravan. If using 
a CB, Family Radio or cell phone to keep in touch between vehi-
cles, designate a passenger to be in charge of the device. 
 

March 17, 2012, Saturday, 9:00 AM  
Leader: Tom Leggett 
Early Spring on the Paul Henry Trail 

    This is planned as an early spring trip for early migrants, 
and hopefully migrating hawks, along the Paul Henry Trail on 
the south east side of Grand Rapids. This is a paved trail that 
provides a wooded corridor through open fields running into 
second growth woods. We plan to pre-locate some cars at the 

far end of the trail to make an extension to Paris Park on the 
other side of Wing at 60th St. a short hop. This park has more 
mature trees with swamp, creek, and open corridors. With a 
good variety of habitats, a good variety of birds should be 
expected. Tom covers this area for the migration count and 
finds some amazing birds. 

Essentials: Meet at the Paul Henry Trail Parking Lot on the 
south side of 52nd St. opposite Stauffer at 9:00 AM. Plan to 
shuttle some cars to the parking lot on Wing. This should be a 
morning trip. You may want to bring a snack to hold you over 
until lunch. 

Safety Hazards: Weather can be highly variable this time of 
year. Watch the weather forecasts and dress appropriately. 
Slippery walking and driving conditions should be the main 
hazards. Please exercise caution on the roads at all times and 
watch the car ahead of you when driving in a caravan. If using 
a CB, Family Radio or cell phone to keep in touch between 
vehicles, designate a passenger to be in charge of the device. 
 

March 31, 2012, Saturday, 9:00 AM  
Leader: Jim Ponshair 
Bluebird Box Cleaning At The Muskegon Wastewater 

One way we can help our local nesting birds is by provid-
ing places for them to nest. Jim has aided the birds for many 
years with a number of bluebird box trails at the Muskegon 
Wastewater. This adds up to a large number of boxes and we 
need a good size group to clean out all these boxes every year. 
The annual bluebird box cleaning is a great way to learn your 
way around the Muskegon Wastewater. Itôs also a good way 
to learn about bluebird boxes, how to clean them, and see how 
the type of box and habitat affects who uses the box. Since 
weôre at the Wastewater, we usually see some good birds 
while we work. You may even get to meet mice or Flying 
Squirrels up close and personal. And you get to help the blue-
birds, swallows, chickadees, wrens and other birds that use 
the boxes. Meet at the Maple Island Road entrance to the 
Muskegon Wastewater System. There, the group will split up 
to clean out boxes in different areas.  

    We'll plan a group lunch at nearby Morrow's Restaurant 
on the corner of Apple Ave. and Maple Island Rd.  Following 
lunch, a birding extension is planned to the nearby Muskegon 
State Game Area to look for early migrants. This can be an all 
day trip, or you can head out before or after lunch. For all the 
carpenters and builders out there, Jim needs more bluebird 
boxes. Boxes suffer damage over the year and new boxes are 
always needed. Call Jim Ponshair if you have new boxes to 
donate. 

Essentials: Meet at the Maple Island Road entrance to the 
Muskegon Wastewater System at 9:00 AM. This is a bit north 
of White Road. Come dressed for the weather. Bring your 
spotting scope if you have one and bring some tools 
(screwdrivers, pliers, hammer and nails) and gloves for clean-
ing out the bluebird houses. 

Safety Hazards: Driving in a caravan can be hazardous. Get 
directions from the leader for travel to the next stop. Please 
exercise caution on the roads at all times and watch the car 
ahead of you when driving in a caravan. If using a CB, Family 
Radio or cell phone to keep in touch between vehicles, desig-
nate a passenger to be in charge of the device. 
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Alaskan Odyssey: Part II  

June 8 -18, 2011  

by Bill Sweetman 
The road into Denali National Park is open to personal   

vehicles only for the first 15 miles. Beyond that you must 
board a park bus to travel beyond the parking lot at Savage 
River. We chose the bus to Eielson Visitors Center about 60 
miles into the park. It is an all day trip! The initial inconven-
ience of not being in your personal vehicle is balanced by 
having interesting narration by the bus driver and a multitude 
of eyes looking for wildlife along the way.   

Though Denali is not always a great birding experience it is 
a great wilderness experience. The road begins in the forest 
and winds through low mountains to a higher elevation where 
you pass out of the boreal forest and into the tundra. In the 
trips that I have made, we have seen Willow Ptarmigan, Hawk 
Owl, Golden Eagle, Bald Eagle, Boreal Chickadee, Arctic 
Warbler, Gray-cheeked Thrush and, interestingly, the most 
obvious bird in the park, American Robin. The mammal list 
on my trips has been great. We usually see multiple grizzlies, 
multiple moose, Dall sheep, caribou, arctic fox and with some 
luck, wolves. What we have not seen is the Mountain! Mt. 
McKinley hides its 20,000-foot grandeur about 90% of the 
time. The Mountain generates its own weather and as a result 
hides it face in self-inflicted clouds most of the time. The best 
chance of seeing it is from a great distance as you approach 
the park from the south. I am always left wondering where 
these beautiful close-up calendar shots of the Mountain re-
flected in Wonder Lake come from. Some people must really 
get lucky!   

Back to Anchorage and off in the early morning hours to 
Nome, 500 miles northwest. The flight I choose to take to 
Nome passes through the village of Kotzebue where passen-
gers and freight are quickly off-loaded and on-loaded. This is 
a brief venture north of the Arctic Circle. The sun is visible in 
Kotzebue 24 hours a day in June and will not set again until 
about July 4. Arriving in Nome mid-morning, the birding be-
gins in earnest.   

There are three roads that spoke out of Nome in the direc-
tions of northeast, north and northwest. Each road penetrates 
about 70-80 miles into the wilderness tundra before running 
dead at some old mining camp or a small subsistence village. 
There is great birding along each of these roads. Typically in 
early June, drifted snow remains in spots even down to sea 
level and ice floes still press up to the beach of Norton Sound.  

We are now in the true Arctic and the birds we find here 
reflect that. There are too many species to list in this article, 
but here is a short list of ones more interesting to someone 
from ñdown belowò: Pacific, Red-throated and Arctic Loons 
(Yellow-billed with some luck), Common and Spectacled Ei-
der (in all, at least 25 species of waterfowl), Willow and Rock 
Ptarmigan, Glaucous Gull (with luck, Slaty-backed Gull), 
Arctic Tern, Aleutian Tern, Gyrfalcon, Bar-tailed Godwit, 
Bristle-thighed Curlew (two of three trips), American and Pa-
cific Golden Plover, Red-necked Phalarope (with luck, Red 
Phalarope), various breeding shorebird (15 species likely),  
Parasitic and Long-tailed Jaegers, Arctic Warbler, Bluethroat, 
Yellow Wagtail, Northern Wheatear, breeding-plumaged Lap-
land Longspur, Golden-crowned Sparrow and Hoary Redpoll. 

Nome, for all its isolation, is a substantial town with virtu-
ally all services available. Much of the merchandise needed 
by residents is brought in during the ice-free season by ship.  
Perishables are flown in on the twice daily Alaska Air flights 

from Anchorage. The ñfrontierò look about the place is in-
triguing and just doing the ñtourist thingò here is a good way 
to spend part of a day. Gold mining has been big in Nomeôs 
past ever since the golden sands of Nome were discovered 
around the turn of last century. You still see people camped 
out on the beach sluicing for gold. During the finish of the 
Iditarod in March every room in town is booked and many 
people open their home to overflow guests.   

During May and June birding is big business in Nome. It is 
not unusual for there to be several large birding groups at the 
Aurora Inn where we lodge. Most do as we do and dedicate 
one day to each of the three roads penetrating into the remote 
tundra of the Seward Peninsula. Some are in transition from 
Gambell on St Lawrence Island far out in the Bering Sea 
where Asian strays are likely in early June. I often wonder 
when I pass these groups how many are doing a big year,  
since it is difficult to be a competitor without visiting Nome 
and Gambell now that Attu Island in the Aleutians is inaccessible.   

On the return flight to Anchorage we also choose to go 
through Kotzebue. Though there is a direct flight from Nome, 
the flight path from Kotzebue to Anchorage passes right by 
Mt. McKinley off the port side of the 
aircraft. This is a fairly sure way to 
see the mountain. Clouds or no clouds 
the 20,000- plus-foot massif of this 
marvelous, glacier-garmented moun-
tain usually pokes well above. It is a 
grand sight indeed! In the words of a 
participant in June of this year, ñIt 
was a sight that brought tears to my 
eyes.ò Alaska is like that.  

Stories in Nature  

Dark Clouds from the West 
by Lucile Radick 

I grew up on a farm about twelve 
miles east of Silver Lake in Oceana 
County. One day my father sent me to   
the pasture to bring in one of our  horses. As I was making my 
way back to the barn, my father yelled for me to run. 

I saw the dark clouds in the west. My grandmother had of-
ten told me that I was neither sugar nor salt and wouldnôt melt 
in the rain, so I didnôt speed up my pace. 

Then my father yelled in a tone of voice which made me 
know that I had better run. I just made it to the barnyard when 
the sand, not rain, hit.  

To this day, I do not know how my father knew that it was 
sand coming, not rain! 

2012 Program Schedule  

The following programs are scheduled for the remainder 
of the season. Watch the Caller  or check the GRAC web-
site for any changes.   

Date    Topic/Speaker                                                     
January 30 é...  Restoring Wetlands/Chuck Nelson              
February 27 .....  Woodpeckers/Kristin Hintz                               
March 26 .........  Storm Chasing/Tom Oosterbaan                         
April 30 ...........  Alternative Energy/Doug Klein                        
May 21 ............  Alaska and Its Birds/Bill Sweetman          
Annual May Meeting 
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Grand Rapids Audubon Club  

2011 Christmas Bird Count  

Kent County, Center at 2 Mile Rd. and Honey Creek Ave. 
Saturday, December 31, 2011 
by Steve Mueller, Count Coordinator 

Sixty-two participants (Table 2) observed 66 species of 
birds on count day. There were 59 counters in the morning 
and 32 in the afternoon. Four species of owls were recorded 
and that is up from zero last year. No additional bird species 
were added during count week. Table 1 lists the birds sighted 
for each section of the count circle. Total individuals sighted 
were 13,811. The increase in sightings correlates with the in-
crease in number of observers.  

A significant sighting was a Rufous Hummingbird. I re-
ceived a call regarding the hummer presence while I was in 
Minnesota for family Christmas. I referred the call. Allen 
Chartier came and banded the bird before count day so we 
knew we had it for count week. Fortunately several of us were 
able to see it on count day in Section E. 

All counters were in the field this year with no bird feeder 
count observers. There were 20 morning parties and 11 after-
noon parties beginning at 8:00 AM and ending at 5:00 PM. 
Conditions were 50% sunny and a comfortable 33-43° F.  
There was little breeze. 

We totaled 144.5 hours in vehicles traveling 734.5 miles. 
On foot we spent 24.25 hours covering 18.75 miles. A total of 
753.25 miles were covered on foot and driving. The total 
birding hours was 160 plus 6 hours owling for 21 miles.  

Temperature Minimum/Maximum 33/43° F, Wind 0-5 mph 
from the south, snow depth was zero inches. Still water was 
partly frozen; flowing water was open; cloud cover was 50% 
in the morning and 50% in the afternoon.  

I apologize for any misspelling of names. I do as best as I 
can but good printing by participants is essential. People that 
did not provide a complete address will not receive the free 

American Birds publication containing the North America 
count summary. That usually arrives about October. 

Great appreciation is extended all participants and to the 
section leaders listed below. 

A ï Becky Kuhn 
B ï Jonathan and Joseph Lautenbach 
C ï Bea Verburg 
D ï Bill Sweetman 
E ï Christine Baer 
F ï Larry Burke 
G ï Steve Minard 
Thank you to Bea Verburg for providing publicity. We had 

about 15 new participants this year as a result of her work. 
Thank you to Chris Baer for morning refreshments and con-
dolences regarding the loss of her sister just before count day. 
Chris also made the preliminary section leader contacts. 
Madeline Heibel had coffee ready when people arrived. Tom 
Leggett printed the count forms for sections. WWC was a co-
host and we appreciated use of the facility. We encourage 
everyone to visit and enjoy the WWC grounds. Danford Rich-
mond was hospitalized and was unable to provide the lunch-
eon. He is home and doing well. We thank him for years of 
meal service. He decided it is time to retire. We would like a 
volunteer to coordinate the lunch for next year.  

This was my 25th year as count coordinator. My cancer 
came out of remission in November. It would be good to have 
another volunteer to assist Tom for when I become unable to 
continue. For now I am feeling great and doctors are planning 
new strategies to keep me functioning and productive. 

Mark your calendars now for the December 29, 2012 count 
(pending GRAC board approval).    
Contact Ranger Steve with corrections. 

odybrook@chartermi.net                            
or by phone at (616) 696-1753.   

GRAC thanks Steve and Tom for the 

work that went into making this an-

other successful CBC. 

Thereõs an amiable Ranger called Steve 
A master at counts we believe.  
 Be it butterfly or bird,  
 When Steve gives the word,  
They all race to line up on the eave.  

Wittenbach/Wege  

Agriscience and Environmental 

Education Center  

11715 Vergennes Rd, Lowell, Michigan  
Ranger Steve invites all to enjoy the grounds of the Witten-

bach/Wege Center in Lowell. There you will find over 2.5 
miles of hiking trails that are open 365 days of the year. 
Listed below are just a sampling of upcoming family-friendly 
events/opportunities that were highlighted on their website. 
Snowshoe or Ski   
Donôt let the cold and snow keep you inside this winter. 

Come on out to the WWC to walk, snowshoe and ski our 
trails. Snow provides the perfect back drop for bird watching 

and animal tracking. We're the perfect place to burn off those 
extra calories consumed during the holidays. 

The WWC has snowshoes available for $4.00 per person in 
sizes from preschool through adult. Snowshoes can be rented 
during our normal business hours of Monday-Friday 8:00 AM
-4:00 PM and Sundays from 1:00-4:00 PM. (Some exceptions 
do apply so please call ahead to make sure someone is here.). 
Cross country skiers are also welcome.                              
Winter Fest - Saturday, February 4, 1:00-4:00 PM 

Got cabin fever? The only cure is to get out and enjoy na-
ture! Join us for a day of snowshoeing! Never done it? Donôt 
sweat it. From 1:00-4:00 PM guides will lead you on a hike 
through the forest. If youôre a seasoned pro, come out and 
hike the trails on your own. Bring your own snowshoes or 
rent from the Center. Warm up inside with a Birds of Prey 
program at 2:00 PM. This is your chance to get up close and 
learn about these majestic animals. Hope you can join us!   
All About Owls - Sunday, February 26, 2:30 PM 
Owls are amazing animals. Unfortunately, many of us donôt 

know a lot about them due to their nocturnal nature. Lori  
Martin, animal care specialist from Blandford Nature Center, 
is coming to the Center to teach us about these awesome ani-
mals. Visitors will learn about various owl adaptations that 
help them to be efficient predators. 
Several live owls will be on hand so 
join us for this great program. 
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Table 2 
    A    B    C    D     E     F     G  Totals 
Sect. Party Hrs. Car AM 47 11.5 11 9 13 8 2.5 102 

Sect. Party Hrs. Car PM 24 4 3 0 3 6.5 2 42.5 

Total Sect. Hrs. - Car 71 15.5 14 9 16 14.5 4.5 144.5 

Sect. Party Mi. - Car AM 108 67 56 57 119 50 21 478 

Sect. Party Mi. - Car PM 65 41.5 23 0 24 66 37 256.5 

Total Section Mi. - Car 173 108. 79 57 143 116 58 734.5 

Sect. Party Hrs. - Foot AM 3 1.5 0.5 1.5 6 2 4.5 19 

Sect. Party Hrs. - Foot PM 1 2.25 0 0 0 0.5 1.5 5.25 

Total Party Hrs. - Foot 4 3.75 0.5 1.5 6 2.5 6 24.25 

Sect. Party Mi. - Foot AM 3 2.5 0.25 1 0 2 4 12.75 

Sect. Party Mi. - Foot PM 1 3 0 0 0 0.5 1.5 6 

Total Sect. Mi. - Foot 4 5.5 0.25 1 0 2.5 5.5 18.75 

Section Owling Hours 1 3.5 0 0 0 0 1.5 6 

Section Owling Miles 1 10 0 0 0 0 10 21 

No. of Sect. Parties AM 5 3 3 2 3 2 2 20 

No. of Sect. Parties PM 3 2 2 0 1 2 1 11 

No. Participants AM 14 9 9 7 10 6 4 59 

No. Participants PM 9 7 4 0 4 6 2 32 

        62 Total Participants 

Participants 

A..Jim Bensen 
A..Lynn Bensen 
A..Cameron Bruneau 
A..Katherine Bruneau 
A..Megan Bruneau 
A..Ryan Bruneau 
A..Jill Goodell 
A..Rob Keys 
A..Becky Kuhn* 
A..Tom Leggett 
A..Carl Plantinga 
A..Tommy Rempalski 
A..Jim Shea 
A..Norine Shea 
A..Ray VanVelsen 
A..Phil Willemstein 
B..Bill Craig 
B..Roberta Craig 
B..Cande Elchroth 
B..Jonathan Lautenbach* 
B..Joseph Lautenbach* 
B..Judy McNally 

B..Brenda Noudabush 
B..Dave VanAllsburg 
B..Phil Vreeman 
C..Linda Damstra 
C..Madeline Heibel 
C..Tom Holt 
C..Leigh Korreck 
C..Theresa Korreck 
C..Robin Rudden 
C..Wendy Tatar 
C..Bea Verburg* 
C..Lynn Wilson 
D..Marlene Cook 
D..Pete Harkema 
D..Dave Jacobs 
D..Brett Kuiper 
D..Steve Petrides 
D..Bill Sweetman* 
D..Candice Tajak 
E..Christine Baer* 
E..Katherine Bessy 
E..Jacqueline Bilello 

E..Gail Kloosterman 
E..David Lautenbach 
E..Jane Lautenbach 
E..Michael Lautenbach 
E..Jim McMaster 
E..Steve Mueller 
F..Larry Burke* 
F..David Cross 
F..James Cross 
F..Deb Karies 
F..Mary Schindler 
F..Carol Snoek 
F..Kathleen Steele 
G..Sue Beck 
G..Kevin Groeneweg 
G..Steve Minard* 
G..Dave Szymizak 
G..Ed Zadvinskis 
 
*section leader 
 
 

Sec..Participant Sec..Participant Sec..Participant 

Bird Species /  Sectioné A B C D E F G Totals 

Date: 31 December 2011 
Great Blue Heron _________ 1 ƺ ƺ 2 2 1 ƺ 6 
Mute Swan _____________ 12 11 15 4 16 26 ƺ 84 
Cackling Goose  ________ ƺ ƺ ƺ ƺ 4 3 ƺ 7 
Canada Goose _________335 285 160 128 586 392 66 1952 
Wood Duck _____________ 1 ƺ ƺ ƺ 1 ƺ ƺ 2 
American Black Duck _____ ƺ 1 ƺ ƺ ƺ 4 ƺ 5 
Mallard _______________165 76 13 ƺ 213 129 119 715 
Northern Shoveler  _______ ƺ 18 ƺ ƺ ƺ ƺ ƺ 18 
Redhead ______________ ƺ ƺ ƺ ƺ ƺ 2 ƺ 2 
Lesser Scaup ___________ ƺ 1 ƺ ƺ ƺ 1 ƺ 2 
Bufflehead _____________ ƺ ƺ ƺ ƺ ƺ 10 ƺ 10 
Common Goldeneye _____ ƺ 37 2 ƺ ƺ 12 ƺ 51 
Hooded Merganser ______ ƺ 21 ƺ ƺ 1 ƺ ƺ 22 
Common Merganser _____ ƺ 17 ƺ ƺ 24 1 ƺ 42 
Bald Eagle _____________ ƺ 1 2 ƺ 2 3 1 9 
Sharp-shinned Hawk _____ ƺ ƺ ƺ ƺ ƺ ƺ 1 1 
Cooper's Hawk ___________ 3 ƺ ƺ ƺ 1 ƺ 1 5 
Accipiter spp. ___________ ƺ ƺ ƺ ƺ 1 1 ƺ 2 
Red-shouldered Hawk ____ ƺ 1 ƺ 1 ƺ ƺ ƺ 2 
Red-tailed Hawk ________ 20 15 18 10 17 12 6 98 
Rough-legged Hawk _____ ƺ ƺ ƺ ƺ ƺ 1 1 2 
American Kestrel ________ ƺ 1 4 1 4 ƺ ƺ 10 
Ring-necked Pheasant ___ ƺ ƺ ƺ ƺ 1 ƺ ƺ 1 
Wild Turkey ____________ ƺ 1 ƺ ƺ 2 ƺ ƺ 3 
American Coot __________ ƺ ƺ ƺ ƺ 3 ƺ ƺ 3 
Ring-billed Gull _________ 15 5 3 ƺ 1 15 ƺ 39 
Herring Gull ____________ ƺ 32 ƺ ƺ 5 ƺ ƺ 37 
Gull spp. _______________ ƺ ƺ 63 ƺ ƺ ƺ ƺ 63 
Rock Pigeon __________296 15 8 3 24 49 ƺ 395 
Mourning Dove ________179 7 68 9 24 49 10 346 
Eastern Screech Owl ______ 2 3 ƺ ƺ ƺ ƺ ƺ 5 
Great Horned Owl _______ ƺ 3 ƺ ƺ ƺ ƺ ƺ 3 
Barred Owl ______________ 1 2 ƺ ƺ ƺ ƺ ƺ 3 
Northern Saw-whet Owl ___ ƺ 1 ƺ ƺ ƺ ƺ ƺ 1 
Rufous Hummingbird _____ ƺ ƺ ƺ ƺ 1 ƺ ƺ 1 

Table I - 2010 Count Results 

Belted Kingfisher ________ 2 1 ƺ ƺ 6 ƺ 1 10 
Red-headed Woodpecker _ 1 ƺ ƺ ƺ ƺ ƺ 1 2 
Red-bellied Woodpecker _ 27 25 9 19 22 23 12 137 
Downy Woodpecker _____ 44 41 28 13 38 18 29 211 
Hairy Woodpecker _______ 9 11 5 1 9 ƺ 3 38 
Northern Flicker _________ 2 6 8 8 4 ƺ 7 35 
Pileated Woodpecker _____ 2 2 2 3 4 1 ƺ 14 
Northern Shrike _________ 2 ƺ 2 ƺ ƺ ƺ ƺ 4 
Blue Jay _____________ 164 216 89 80 154 83 33 819 
American Crow _________ 94 121 55 42 80 45 50 487 
Black-capped Chickadee 180 343 39 90 201 109 90 1052 
Tufted Titmouse ________ 63 105 24 31 63 60 29 375 
Red-breasted Nuthatch ___ 7 ƺ ƺ ƺ ƺ ƺ ƺ 7 
White-breasted Nuthatch _ 62 57 27 16 24 25 29 240 
Brown Creeper __________ 4 ƺ ƺ ƺ 2 ƺ 2 8 
Carolina Wren __________ 2 ƺ ƺ ƺ 4 1 3 10 
Golden-crowned Kinglet ___ 4 ƺ ƺ ƺ 4 ƺ ƺ 8 
Eastern Bluebird  _______ 51 63 21 29 36 6 31 237 
American Robin ________ 30 3 ƺ 2 6 12 15 68 
Cedar Waxwing _______ 100 2 19 20 38 ƺ 73 252 
European Starling______ 761 195 153 282 120 270 115 1896 
Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler ƺ ƺ ƺ ƺ ƺ 3 3 
Northern Cardinal ______ 124 134 38 40 68 70 36 510 
American Tree Sparrow ___ 6 89 20 4 12 1 17 149 
Song Sparrow___________ 1 1 ƺ ƺ ƺ ƺ 8 10 
Dark-eyed Junco _______ 98 155 29 46 136 26 53 543 
Red-winged Blackbird ____ ƺ ƺ ƺ ƺ 13 ƺ ƺ 13 
Brown-headed Cowbird ___ 3 ƺ ƺ ƺ ƺ ƺ 2 5 
Purple Finch ____________ ƺ ƺ ƺ 14 2 ƺ ƺ 16 
House Finch __________ 107 148 63 ƺ 62 17 51 448 
Pine Siskin _____________ 2 ƺ ƺ ƺ 16 ƺ ƺ 18 
American Goldfinch ____ 177 134 66 73 192 110 43 795 
House Sparrow________ 337 110 82 532 161 176 46 1444 

Total Individuals _____ 3496 2516 1135 1503 2410 1764 987 13811 

Total Species _________ 42 44 30 28 47 35 34 66 
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Michigan Audubon Society 

Upcoming Events  

by Wendy Tatar 
New Home for Michigan Audubon 

The staff and volunteers of Michigan 
Audubon spent the week between Christ-
mas and New Year's moving our Lansing 
office to a new temporary location. We've moved to the 
Bengel Wildlife Center located northeast of Lansing in Bath.  
The mailing address is P.O. Box 15249, Lansing, MI 48901. 
Visit us at the new location: 6380 Drumheller Road, in Bath. 
Note the new phone number: (517) 641-4277. Office hours 
will remain the same: Monday - Friday, 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM.  

This move will provide many opportunities for Michigan 
Audubon as we continue fundraising activities and anticipated 
development of a state headquarters and Audubon learning 
center at Hawk Valley Farm. In the meantime, we will be 
hosting bird walks and other programs at the Bengel Center, a 
259-acre property; watch for upcoming announcements!   
We will host an Open House to show off the ñnew digsò on 

January 18 from 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM. Please plan on attend-
ing so you can see the awesome new home of Michigan 
Audubon. If you can't make it to the Open House, the trails 
here are open dawn to dusk, so why not plan a birding visit?  
Monthly Nature Walks for 2012 

Michigan Audubon has set a schedule of guided nature 
walks at three of its sanctuaries. Guided walks will occur on 
the first Saturday of every month at the Bernard W. Baker 
Sanctuary near Bellevue. On the second Saturday of each 
month, there will be walks at the Lake Bluff Sanctuary in 
Manistee. On the third Saturday of each month guided walks 
are scheduled at the Otis Farm Bird Sanctuary near Hastings. 
There will also be a few guided walks scheduled at the 
Phyllis Haehnle Memorial Sanctuary in Jackson and at Hawk 
Valley Farm in Lansing. The complete schedule of Michigan 
Audubon educational programming for 2012 will be avail-
able soon and will be posted on the Event Calendar page of 
the Michigan Audubon website. 
Winter Birding in the Eastern U.P. 

Michigan Audubon will again host a trip in the eastern 
Upper Peninsula looking for winter migrants. The weekend 
caravan trip is scheduled for February 18-19 and it will be 
lead by Alison Vilag. Are you anxious to see a Gray Jay? 
Hoping to check the Northern Hawk Owl off your list? Then 
this is the trip you need to be on!  

The caravan adventure will start at Sault Ste. Marie and 
progress through Chippewa and Mackinac Counties. We are 
limiting the trip to 12 participants and it will fill up fast. The 
fee for the 2-day trip is $60.00 for Michigan Audubon mem-
bers and $90.00 for non-members. The trip fee does not in-
clude meals or lodging. You can register for the trip online 
through the Michigan Audubon website.                           
Fall Sandhill Crane Survey Results 

Ron Hoffman, coordinator of Michigan's Fall Sandhill 
Crane Survey, passed on this information. The survey is part 
of a US Fish & Wildlife survey of the Eastern Population of 
Sandhill Cranes which has been conducted at the end of   
October each year since 1979.  
The 2011 fall index of 19,358 Sandhill Cranes is based on 87 
reports. Compared to years with similar number of reports, 
the index is 9% lower than 2010 and 21% lower than 2009. 
One Whooping Crane was found in Jackson Co., Henrietta 
Township. A report of the 2011 results will be submitted for 
publication in ñMichigan Birds and Natural History.ò 

 

GRAC 2012                       

Field Trip Schedule  

The following is a list of the field trips for the remainder 
of the season. We are always looking for additional field 
trips. Call Steve Minard at (616) 942-7165 if you have a 
spot you would like to show to the group. Watch the 
Caller  for future trip announcements. A complete list of trips 
and descriptions can always be found on the GRAC website. 

Date Trip/Leader  

January 28 Allegan State Game Area Winter Trip/ Steve 
Minard 

February 18 Winter Field Birding/Steve Minard 

March 17 Early Spring on the Paul Henry Trail/Tom 
Leggett 

March 31 Bluebird Box Cleaning at the Muskegon 
Wastewater 

April 14 Millennium Park/Tom Leggett 

April 21 Spring Marsh Birds and Hawks/Steve Minard 

May 1 Tuesday Evening at Reeds Lake/Steve Minard 

May 3 Thursday Morning at Reeds Lake/Bill Sweetman 

May 8 Tuesday Evening at Reeds Lake/Steve Minard 

May 10 Thursday Morning at Reeds Lake/Bill Sweetman 

May 12 Pierce Cedar Creek Institute/Doug Klein 

May 12 Spring Migration Count 

May 19 Berrien County Warblers Trip/Scott 
Hutchings 

In Sympathy  

Grand Rapids Audubon Club extends sincere condolences 
to long time member, Chris Baer, whose sister passed away 
just days after Christmas 

Where Does That Art  

Come From?  

When you read your Caller , do you ever wonder who 
does the art? Some of it comes from public domain clip art, 
for sure, but most of it does not. During their long tenure as 
Caller editors, Fred and Carol VanOeveren collected, organ-
ized and saved in digital format nearly all of the pictures used 
in the newsletter. When they passed the editorship on, Fred 
also passed on a CD of the art heôd amassed through the years. 

What excites this editor most is the large amount of birds 
and scenery drawn by one of our members, Nancy Minard. If 
you are new to GRAC, you may not know that Nancy was the 
clubôs in-house artist for many years. Look closely for her 
initials and you will be able to spot several of Nancyôs draw-
ings in this issue. 

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?MichiganAudubon/a375ba5164/f45c8e451c/d97227e6ab/q=6380+Drumheller+Road%2c+Bath%2c+MI&hl=en&sll=37.0625%2c-95.677068&sspn=58.555544%2c92.109375&vpsrc=0&hnear=6380+Drumheller+Rd%2c+Bath%2c+Michigan+48808&t=m&z=17
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?MichiganAudubon/a375ba5164/f45c8e451c/5ee11bfe0a
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?MichiganAudubon/a375ba5164/f45c8e451c/5ee11bfe0a
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?MichiganAudubon/a375ba5164/f45c8e451c/ab4968eb85
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2012 GRAC Scholarship  

The  GRAC Scholarship is available to an individual 18 
years of age or older who is interested in furthering his/her 
knowledge of nature and the environment and sharing that 
knowledge with others. The Harry F. Stiles Memorial Schol-
arship offers up to $500 to help defray the cost of classes with 
an environmental focus offered by Audubon clubs, colleges 
and universities or the Michigan DNR.  

If you or someone you know is committed to sustaining a 
healthy environment and is enthusiastic about carrying that 
message to others, please contact Sue Pocklington at (616) 
957-0683 or any board member for information or a scholar-
ship application. Applications can also be found on the GRAC 
website.  

Please help us spread the word about the availability of this 
scholarship. The deadline for applying is January 31, 2012. 

Birding in the National Parks  

Chasing the Snowy Owl 
by Kirby Adams 
The following article was written for the ñNational Parks 
Travelerò website and is printed here with permission. Please 
visit the website for more ñcommentary, news and life in 
Americaôs national parks.ò www.nationalparkstraveler.com 

The United States has been invaded. 
None of the presidential candidates are talking about it and 
I havenôt even seen it mentioned on the national news reports yet. 

Birders, however, are well aware of this invasion and we 
welcome our new owl overlords. Yes, the country is being 
overrun with Snowy Owls (Bubo scandiacus), at least relative 
to how many of these magnificent birds are usually seen. 

Since November, thousands have been spotted all across 
the northern states and even as far south as Oklahoma. The 
national parks have not been spared. Snowy Owls have been 
spotted in Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore and Cape Cod 
National Seashore. One was seen at Breezy point in Gateway 
National Recreation Area, just a stoneôs throw from New 
York City. 

There were also reports throughout December of a Snowy 
Owl on Cadillac Mountain in Acadia National Park. I can 
only presume that one was waiting to be the first in the United 
States to see the first sunrise of 2012. Others have been spot-
ted near Olympic National Park and Theodore Roosevelt Na-
tional Park. 

These invasions are not particularly uncommon. Ornitholo-
gists even have a name for the phenomenon: irruption. 

This should not be confused with eruption, which is some-
thing youôd find at Hawaii Volcanoes National Park, a spot 
notoriously deficient in tundra-dwelling owls. 

Ecologists define an irruption as a sudden increase in an 
animalôs population. To birders in the United States, it has 
become synonymous with an unusually high number of a par-
ticular northern species arriving here for winter. Redpolls, 
Bohemian Waxwings, and Three-toed Woodpeckers all have 
irruptions from time to time, but none seem to generate the 
excitement of a Snowy Owl outburst. 

Snowy Owl irruptions occur about every four to five years 
in relation to the population of lemmings, their favorite food 
on the tundra. When these little rodents become scarce, the 
owls head south in winter looking for food. Sadly, many of 
the owls forced down to Maine or Michigan are malnourished 
or virtually starving when they arrive. Many never survive to 
return north. 

This year, the irruption is particularly intense and unique 
because by all accounts the lemming population was robust 
this fall. Itôs believed the owls have had an unprecedented 
breeding season thanks to the lemming abundance and there 
were simply too many birds for the diminished hunting areas 
in the winter. 

Juveniles and weaker adults were pushed out of their terri-
tory and before long, some of them found themselves a thou-
sand miles from home in cornfields in Iowa. 

Snowy Owls are all born with heavy banding and dark 
markings. As they age they become lighter colored, with adult 
males often becoming almost pure white. Most of the owls 
seen in the United States during an irruption will be heavily 
marked juveniles, but a pristine white male isnôt unheard of. 

My first Snowy of the year was an adult male with hardly a 
mark on him. 

What should you do if you spot a Snowy Owl? First, enjoy 
it! Not many people get to see one in the wild and itôs a real 

treat, even for a seasoned birder. 
How cool is it to see Hedwig from the Harry Potter movies 

in the flesh? (For the record, Hedwig was supposed to be a 
female owl, but its white color clearly marks it as a male. In 
fact, the ñactorò portraying Hedwig was a captive male owl 
named Gizmo.) So, by all means, appreciate the opportunity 
to catch a glimpse of these animals. 
Itôs important to remember a few things for the owlsô 

safety, however, keeping in mind that these are hungry and 
desperate birds. 
Itôs critically important for birders and other observers to 

keep a respectful distance from owls. Any additional stress to 
a severely weakened bird could be the final nail its coffin. 
There are also sad tales of well-meaning birders accidentally 
flushing a Snowy Owl into a road where it is struck by pass-
ing traffic. 

These birds live on the treeless tundra of the far north and 
they donôt like high perches. Since many of the irruptive arri-
vals here are juveniles, they have never even seen a tree be-
fore getting down here. A fence post or rock in a field is a 
perfectly acceptable perch, and they fly low when startled. 
Along a busy road, this can be tragic. 
When spying on a owl from the road, itôs best to remain in 

the car. Pull safely off the road, wind down the window and 
use your binoculars from there. Cars make excellent blinds for 
any bird of prey. Many of them donôt seem to view a car as a 
threat, but will immediately fly away when you open the door. 

If you see a Snowy Owl, particularly on an excursion to a 
park or protected area, itôs worth reporting it to the staff at the 
visitorôs center. Most parks maintain a bird list and for some 
of them, this year could mark the arrival of their first ever 
Snowy Owl. Keep your distance, share the experience, and 
enjoy the irruption! 

http://www.nps.gov/piro
http://www.nps.gov/caco
http://www.nps.gov/caco
http://www.nps.gov/gate
http://www.nps.gov/gate
http://www.nationalparkstraveler.com/parks/acadia-national-park
http://www.nationalparkstraveler.com/node/8495
http://www.nps.gov/thro
http://www.nps.gov/thro
http://www.nps.gov/havo
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January 
through  
March  

Board of Directors and Special Committees 
of Grand Rapids Audubon Club 

The Board of Directors consists of 
the Executive Council, the Immediate 
Past President, and Chairpersons of 
the Standing Committees. In addition 
to the Board of Directors, ñSpecial 
Committeesò are also shown below. 

 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL  
5 officers + 4 elected board members 
President - Edward Bolt 
Vice President - Lucile Radick 
Secretary - Madeline Heibel 
Treasurer - Sue Pocklington /  
 Jill Goodell 
Assistant Treasurer - Mary Austin 
Board Member - Cande Elchroth 
Board Member - Tom Leggett 
Board Member - Phil Willemstein 
Board Member - Lynn Wilson 
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT  
 (non-voting member) 
Melanie Manion 2010/11 (nobody 

 for2011/12) 
STANDING COMMITTEES  
Per 1991 GRAC Bylaws, there are 

18 Standing Committees. Each com-
mittee chairperson is a voting mem-
ber of the Board. Board names shown 
are per bylaws; names in parentheses 
reflect common usage. 

Caller  Editor - Linda Damstra 
Caller  Publisher - Becky Kuhn  
Christmas Count - Steve Meuller /

 Tom Leggett 

 
 
 
Conservation - Jim Bradley 
Early Birds (not in use) 
Field Trips - Steve Minard 
Historian (Archives) - Chris Baer  
Junior Audubon - Wendy Tatar /  
 Penny Folsom 
Library - Norine & Jim Shea  /  
 Fidencio Paradez 
Membership - Mary Austin 
Nominating - Madeline Heibel 
Publicity - Bea Verburg 
Records (Bird Reports) - Tom Holt 
Refreshments (Hospitality) - 

 Madeline Heibel, Terry and 
 Natalie Spielmaker, Henry 
 Raad and Rosemary Radius 

Rep. to Michigan Audubon (not 
 required by M.A.S.) - Wendy Tatar 

Scholarship - Sue Pocklington 
Special Projects - (not in use) 
Telephone (Bird Alert, non- 

 computer) - Lucile Radick 
 

SPECIAL COMMITTEES/    
CHAIRPERSONS (not members of 
board of directors in this capacity) 

Audubon Adventures - Carol Phelps 
Finance - Jill Goodell 
Fund Development - Bea Verburg / 

 Hope Bradley 
Insurance - Mary Austin 
Maher Sanctuary - Doug Klein 
Resident Agent - Larry Burke 

Serving You  
Below is a list of the current GRAC Board and Committee Chair-

persons. Please refer to this list if you have questions or if you seek 
information about a committee. We invite you to find an area of inter-
est and consider becoming an active member in that area. 

Grand Rapids Audubon Club 
Membership Application 

Name _____________________________________________  

Street _____________________________________________  

City_______________________________________________  

State/ZIP+4 ________________________________________  

Phone _____________________________________________  

E-mail _____________________________________________  

Individual ....................................... $15.00  ____________  

Family .............................................. 20.00  ____________  

Senior (65+) ..................................... 10.00  ____________  

Student (14+w/ID) ........................... 10.00  ____________  

Sustaining ......................................... 25.00  ____________  

Patron ............................................... 50.00  ____________  

Individual Life Membership .......... 300.00  ____________  

Donation (General Fund, Jr. Audubon, Sanctuary, 

 Scholarship, Audubon Adventures, etc.)  ____________  

 Make checks payable to: 
Grand Rapids Audubon Club, Inc. 

 Send application and check to: 
Mary  Austin, Assistant Treasurer 
2021 Valentine, N.E. 
Grand Rapids, MI  49525-2922 
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Check preferred method of receiving the Caller : 
Ä I prefer to receive my Caller  by mail. 
Ä I prefer to read my Caller  online at the GRAC website. 

Membership dues and contributions are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. 

GRAC Board Meetings are held at 6:00 PM prior to each monthôs 
general membership meeting at the Seminary Auditorium at 
Cornerstone University or at Orchard View Church. 

Junior Audubon Meetings are held on Saturdays at various 
locations. Contact Wendy Tatar at 
Wendy@MichiganAudubon.org for more information. 

General Membership Meetings are held the last Monday of the 
month (Sept.-May) at 7:30 PM at the Seminary Auditorium at 
Cornerstone University (enter from Leonard St. seminary 
entrance) or at Orchard View Church on Leffingwell N.E. 
December (Christmas Bird Count) and May (Annual Meeting) 
are held at different locations and times. Upcoming field trip 
information is published in each Caller . See the GRAC website 
for the complete field trip list. 

Any additions or deletions to the above calendar will be in future 
Caller  issues. 

January 2012  
 28   Field Trip: Allegan State Game Area Winter Trip with Steve Minard 
 30   GRAC Board Meeting (preceding the general membership meeting) 
 30   General Membership Meeting - Program: Restoring Wetlands with Chuck Nelson 
 31   Deadline for Scholarship Applications 

February 
      3   Deadline for February Caller  articles 
    18   Field Trip: Winter Field Birding with Steve Minard 
    27   GRAC Board Meeting (preceding the general membership meeting) 
    27   General Membership Meeting - Program: Woodpeckers with Kristen Hintz 
March 
      5    Deadline for March Caller  articles 
    17    Junior Audubon Meeting - Program: Sugar Bush at Blandford Nature Center 
    17    Field Trip: Early Spring on the Paul Henry Trail with Tom Leggett 
    26    GRAC Board Meeting (preceding the general membership meeting) 
    26    General Membership Meeting - Program: Storm Chasing with Tom Oosterbaan 
    31    Bluebird Box Cleaning at Muskegon Wastewater 



THE CALLER  STAFF 

Newsletter Editors: 
Linda Damstra (361-8216) 
2488 Appleton N.E. 49525-3171 
E-mail: GRAC.newsletter@glsga.org 

Publisher: 
Becky Kuhn (785-7072) 
6152 Georgeann Ct., 
Belmont, MI 49306-9783 

 
 
 
 

To Report Bird Sightings: 
Tom Holt (821-6614) 
12055 Lymburner Ave. 
Sparta, Michigan 49345-8473 
E-mail: GRAC.birdreports@glsga.org 

Grand Rapids Audubon Club 
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Belmont, MI  49306-9783 
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Lucile Radick (866-4824) 
8339 Atlanta Dr. 
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Secretary: 
Madeline Heibel (363-8382) 
2000 Valentine N.E., 49525-2966 
E-mail: GRAC.secretary@glsga.org 

Treasurer: 
Sue Pocklington (957-0683) 
4209 Michigan St. N.E., 49525-3398 
E-mail: GRAC.treasurer@glsga.org 
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